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Welcome Back!

Wewould liketo welcome everyoneto the new school year. Thisyear bringsusall kinds of new and
exciting things. Check out “ Coming Events” inthisedition, page 2. Thank you to all our clientsfor your
feedback on what enhancementsyou would liketo seein | EP PlaNET-Next generation™ . We appreciate
your feedback and ook forward to your ideasin the coming year. Thank you all for your continued support!

It was aquiet summer for the staff at Vision M anagement Consulting. We were able to catch up
and clean up on those things we set aside during the year. Look at what we' ve been working on under
“Coming Events.”

In this Newsdl etter we are featuring the following articles:

1 An updatefrom our “ Technology Department”
2. What is“NJSmart”
3. “Coming Events’

4. Getting readxfor the* ASSA Report”
From our Technology Department

|EP PIaNET - Next Generation ™isaweb based program which meansthere are certain technical aspectsyou must
beaware of beforeusing the programto itsfullest potential. Questionsyou need to ask of your technology department..

1. Isyour hardware compatible?You need to haveaPentium |1 or higher, 500mg HD or higher, 128mg Memory
or higher (Themore memory the better performance on the computer).

2. Isyour Internet software compatible and/or up to date? Make sureyou have Internet Explorer (IE) 5.0 or
higher on your machine. (The recommended softwareis|E 6.x)-We are not compatiblewith Netscape.

3. Doyou need anything specificto print? Our printing of documentsrequiresAdobeAcrobat 5.0 or higher. We
strongly suggest using 5.0 until Adobefixesthe known PDF issuesin 6.0.

4. Doyou need specific printersto print? No, you can have any typeof printer, thedriversfor you printer
should dwaysbe updated if the Windows system has been updated on your computer. Post script drivers
areusudly the better choiceto have. You cantypically updatedriversfor freethrough the Internet!

5. Isyour network ready?Make sureyou network is
running at 100mb speed or better. e

6. What typeof internet line do you need?You should be
using at theminimumaT1lineor higher, DSL or Cable
Modem line. WE DO NOT SUPPORT PHONE
LINE ACCESS ANY LONGER.

7. Doyou haveany typeof Firewallsin place? Weare
trying towork with various companieswho provide
protection to schools. Please contact usif youwould
like ustowork with your vendorsin order to confirm
the connectionisfunctioning properly.

We have lots more\
information about | EP PlaNET "~ and
you can look at sample reports or
request afreetrial use of the system.

Evenif you are not interested
right now, we have a great resource
of reference sites to visit on subjects
related to Special Education.

Management
Consulling,
LLC

22 S. Holmdel Road
Holmdel, NJ 07733

Visit our Website
(www.visionplanet.com)

Being up-to-date on these specifications confirmsyou will be
utilizingthe |l EP PlaNET-Next Generation™ toitsfull
potentidl.
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www.visionplanet.com




What is NJSmart?

By now you have probably heard some chatter
about the project the State Department of Educationis
implementing called, “NJ Smart.” Thisisthetechnol-
ogy |EP PIaNET - Next Generation™ was de-
signed to accommodate.

NJSmart standsfor New Jersey Standards
M easurement and Resourcefor Teaching (NJ Smart).
Asdescribed on the State Department Website:

“NJ SMART is the Department of Education’s
(DOE) solution to improve the monitoring of
student and school performance in New Jersey’'s
public education system. Educators and
policymakers would be able to improve educational
programs and target resources more effectively
based on the information provided by NJ SVART.
As opposed to the snapshot methods of determin-
ing effectiveness of programs today, NJ SMART is
a student-level system that monitors longitudinal
statewide performance of students, programs,
schools and districts that enables more valid and
reliable methods to deter mine where students are
learning and where they are not. NJ SMART isthe
foundation for evaluating whether students across
the state are meeting the high academic standards
as detailed in the Core Curriculum Content San-
dards.”

Itisour hopethat thisproject will eiminate some of
the cumbersome reportsrequired by districtsfor both
theregular education population aswel | asthe specia
education population. Reportssuch astheASSA, End
of Year, and the December 1st should beeasily
administered at the Statelevel instead of at thedistrict
level. Providedtheinformationistransmitted properly,
you may never haveto preparethesereportsagain.
Highlights of the program include:

1 A uniquestateidentifier number for each
student enrolledin New Jersey Schools. Thisidentifier
will follow the student no matter what school they
attend during their PreK - Graduation period.

2. All transmittalstothe statewill beviathe
Internet with verification reportsto confirmthe
accuracy of thedata. No more need to handletons
and tons of paperwork.

3. The staff and team of NJ Smart areeasy to
contact and communicatewith at al times,

We are excited about being a part of this project!

Getting ready for the

ASSA Report!

Themost important aspect of the ASSA report withinthe
|EP PIaNET programsisto make surethat the current
|EP and Classification for each student is placed I n-
Force.” All reportswithinthel EP PIaNET programs
isbased on* I n-For ce” documents.
For the ASSA report the program looksfor “ I n-
Force” IEP sandthenit looksat the dates of the* Pro-
gram” and also thedates of the* Related Services.”
If these programs encumber October 15th of the current
school year the student will be counted in the appropri-
atelocation onthe A SSA reports.
Other fieldsrequired to be completed include:
[ | Demogr aphics Section:

-Status (Activeor Inactive)

-Birth Date

-Current Grade

-If “Low Income” click onradio button

-Resident status
[ | Classification Summary:

-Current document tagged “ In-Force”
[ | |EP:

-Program Screen; Annua Reporting Tab;

*Tier
*Full Time/Shared Time

Please refer to cheat sheet in User’sManual for de-
tailed information on other requirements!

Coming Events...
B Mac capatibility - We arein the process of de-
signing the program to be compatiblewith Mac OS X.
B ProgressReporting - Wearereviewing the
optionto provide usersthe ability to enter “ Progress
Report” gradeson-lineto print to send hometo parent.
B ExemptionsReport - Wearestill looking for
feedback onwhat youwould liketo seeinan® Exemp-
tionsReport”; please submit any thoughtsor ideasto
info@vis onplanet.com.
B Tier Calculation - Inthe past we used to cal-
culatethetiersfor studentsfor theASSA report. We
eliminated thisdueto theissuesweranintowiththe State
Dept. of Education changing therequirementswith min-
imal notice. Weare however re-looking at thisoption
however wedon't believeit will beavailablefor the
current ASSA report dated October 15, 2004.
B User Group - Wehopeto start soon on our website

Look for updatesin our next issue of the® PlaNET”




